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Takeyla Strickland was born and
raised in Miami Gardens, Florida,
where she attended Lake Stevens
Middle School and Carol City High
before graduating from North Miami
Senior High in 2002. Growing up in
the very community she now serves
instilled in her a deep connection to
the students and families who walk
through her cafeteria doors each day.

Her journey with Miami-Dade County
Public Schools’ Department of Food
and Nutrition began in 2003, at Edison
Park Elementary as a general worker.
From there, she expanded her skills
while serving at Edison Senior High
School, Turner Tech, and eventually
returning to Edison Park Elementary,
which became her final stop before
advancing her career. From the very
beginning, Ms. Strickland showed a
strong commitment to learning,
growing, and giving her best each day
to the students she served.



Her dedication and hard work led her to become the Cafeteria Manager
at Liberty City Elementary School. In this role, she strives to create a
warm and welcoming environment while ensuring students receive
healthy, high-quality meals. She understands that proper nutrition
plays a vital role in student achievement, and she takes pride in
encouraging participation in both the breakfast and lunch programs.
Whether through a creative display, a friendly smile, or a few kind
words, Ms. Strickland makes the cafeteria more than just a place to eat
— it’s a place where students feel valued and cared for every single day.



She listens carefully to student
feedback and makes menu
enhancements to accommodate their
tastes and preferences. As a leader,
she motivates her team with positivity
and professionalism, making sure the
cafeteria runs smoothly while
fostering a culture of teamwork and
care. She notes that her success
would not be possible if not for the
hard work of her entire staff. She
values each member of her team and
recognizes that it takes all of them
working together to provide excellent
service to the students and
community. For Ms. Strickland, the
students are at the heart of
everything she does. She often shares
that the students are what inspire her
and seeing their smiles brings her
purpose and joy.

Beyond her professional life, Ms.
Strickland’s greatest inspiration
comes from her three children —
Markell, Karaya, and James. They
encourage her daily to push forward,
work hard, and to be a living example
of perseverance. She also credits her
mother for always believing in her and
reminding her to “trust the process.”



As her supervisor, it is a joy to highlight Ms. Strickland. She manages
multiple satellites with skill and grace, and when I’ve faced challenges
with schools in the area, she has always stepped in to assist without
hesitation. Her can-do spirit, paired with her warm smile, positive
attitude, and infectious laugh, make her a true asset to my team and to
the community she serves.

We are proud to recognize Ms. Takeyla Strickland as a 
shining example of leadership and service within the
Department of Food and Nutrition.


